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EXPERIENCE  

Political Economy and Economic Development (MIT 14.75), 
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PROFESSIONAL 
ACTIVITIES  

Refereeing  
Econometrica 
American Economic Journal: Applied Economics 
 

 Presentations  
 American Political Science Association Annual Meeting, Yale 

University CSAP Summer Conference, New York University CESS 
Annual Experimental Political Science Conference, Annual 
Conference of the European Political Science Association, Western 
Political Science Association Meeting, Sciences Po 
 
American Political Association Annual Meeting (conference call), 
Analyst Institute 
 
Paris School of Economics 
 

2013 
 
 
 
 
 

2012 
 
 

2011 

PUBLICATIONS  
 

“ Door-to-door: How field work can help reconquer democracy”  (Porte à porte: 
Reconquérir la démocratie sur le terrain) (with Guillaume Liegey and Arthur Muller) 
Book prefaced by Alan Gerber: April 2013, Paris: Calmann-Lévy, 360 p. In French. 
From January to May 2012, campaign activists supporting François Hollande 
knocked at five millions doors, making this door-to-door effort the largest in Europe 
to date. This project was formed by Guillaume Liégey, Arthur Muller, and Vincent 
Pons, who had met at the universities of Harvard and MIT and had observed the tools 
and campaign techniques used by the 2008 Obama campaign. The 2012 Hollande 
campaign that they piloted showed that the American method is effective, and it 
brings an enlightening perspective on the dysfunction of our democracy. How can 
rising abstention be curbed? Why do ethnic minorities vote less than other citizens? 
How important are obstacles to registration? This book combines political science and 
field experience to address these questions and to offer a glimpse of modern, state-of-
the-art political mobilization.  
 
“Happiness on Tap: Piped Water Adoption in Urban Morocco” (with Florencia 
Devoto, Pascaline Dupas, Esther Duflo and William Pariente), American Economic 
Journal: Economic Policy 4(4), pp. 68-99, November 2012 
Connecting private dwellings to the water main is expensive and typically cannot be 
publicly financed. We show that households’ willingness to pay for a private 
connection is high when it can be purchased on credit, not because a connection 
improves health but because it increases the time available for leisure and reduces 
inter- and intra-household conflicts on water matters, leading to sustained 
improvements in well-being. Our results suggest that facilitating access to credit for 
households to finance lump sum quality-of life investments can significantly increase 
welfare, even if those investments do not result in any health or income gains. 

 
WORKING 
PAPERS 

 
Voter Registration Costs and Disenfranchisement: Experimental Evidence from 
France (with Céline Braconnier and Jean-Yves Dormagen) (Job Market Paper)  
In many countries (including the US) citizens must register before voting. This paper 
provides experimental evidence on the impact of this additional hurdle on the size and 
composition of the electorate. Prior to the 2012 French presidential and parliamentary 
elections, 20,500 households were randomly assigned to one control or six treatment 
groups. Treatment households received home canvassing visits providing either 
information about registration or help to register at home. We show that France’s 
registration requirements have significant effects on turnout and disproportionately 
discourage marginalized citizens on the left of the political spectrum. While both 
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types of visits increased registration and turnout, the home registration visits had a 
higher impact than the information-only visits, indicating that both information costs 
and administrative costs are barriers to registration. Visits paid closer to the 
registration deadline were also more effective, suggesting that registration 
requirements’ effects are reinforced by procrastination. Our design allows us to 
distinguish selection and treatment effects of home registration. We find that home 
registration included additional citizens who were only slightly less likely to vote than 
those who would have registered anyway, and did not reduce turnout among the 
latter. On the contrary, citizens induced to vote due to the visits also became more 
interested in the elections. Overall, these results suggest that the reduction of 
registration requirements could substantially increase political participation and 
improve representation of marginalized groups without debasing the average level of 
competence and informedness among voters. 
 
Does Door-to-door Canvassing Affect Vote Shares? Evidence from a 
Countrywide Field Experiment in France 
Since the turn of the century, political campaigns have devoted increasing resources 
to door-to-door canvassing, in response to compelling evidence about the impact on 
voter turnout. However, we lack clear evidence on the impact of door-to-door 
canvassing on electoral outcomes, since unlike participation vote choice cannot be 
measured at the individual level with administrative records. This paper answers this 
important question with a countrywide precinct-level randomized experiment in 
France. During the 2012 presidential elections, 22,500 precincts and 17.1 million 
citizens were randomly allocated to either a control group or a treatment group. 
Treatment precincts were targeted by canvassers supporting François Hollande, the 
left-wing Parti Socialiste's candidate. The effects are estimated using official electoral 
results at the precinct level. The visits did not affect voter turnout, but they reduced 
the vote share of the far-right political party's candidate and increased Hollande's vote 
share at the first round. Overall, they contributed to one fourth of his victory margin 
at the second round. The effects persisted in the subsequent parliamentary elections, 
suggesting that they were obtained by persuading medium and high-propensity voters 
to vote left, rather than by mobilizing left-wing nonvoters and demobilizing 
opponents. The results suggest that personal contact can be an effective way for 
political parties to reconnect with disgruntled citizens and to win their votes. 
 
Increasing the Electoral Participation of Immigrants. Experimental Evidence 
from France  (with Guillaume Liegey) 
Immigrants in Europe have a low sense of national belonging that affects their well-
being and social cohesion in the receiving societies. This low sense of belonging is 
often interpreted as the result of low socioeconomic status, lack of efforts to integrate, 
or stigmatization. This paper provides empirical evidence for a complementary theory 
centered on the paucity of outreach efforts extending a hand to immigrants. During 
the 2010 French regional elections, 1,350 buildings hosting 24,000 citizens were 
randomly assigned to receive canvassers' visits. Supporting our theory, the visits had 
a larger effect on immigrants' turnout than on the mainstream population, although 
their propensity to vote was initially similar. More broadly, exploring heterogeneous 
effects of an identical encouragement to vote is shown to usefully complement 
comparisons of turnout levels to assess the influence of factors such as immigrant 
origin and race on electoral participation and integration. 
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RESEARCH IN 
PROGRESS 

Fighting Tuberculosis Through Community-Level Service Delivery and 
Performance-Based Incentives: Evidence from a Randomized Experiment in 
Northern India  (with Thomas Bossuroy and Clara Delavallade) 
More than nine million people around the world become ill with tuberculosis (TB) 
each year, making it one of the leading causes of deaths. The biggest challenges to 
containing the disease are to detect it early and to ensure that patients complete the 
entire course of the treatment. This paper provides experimental evidence from India 
on the effect of health workers’ performance-based incentives on patient detection 
and treatment default. 150 health workers hired by two partner Indian NGOs to 
operate local TB treatment centers were included in the experiment. For the first six 
months, they were randomly assigned to receive either a fixed salary or a salary 
dependent on the number of patients they had detected. In the next six months, they 
were randomly re-assigned to either a fixed or an incentive based salary scheme, 
calculated based on the number of patients defaulting on the treatment. This cross-
randomized design effectively created four different treatment arms.  Using a 
combination of administrative data and more than 6,000 comprehensive health 
workers and patient surveys, we draw the full causal chain linking the intervention to 
the health workers’ commitment, performance, and satisfaction with their job, their 
patients’ type and well-being and the overall cost-effectiveness of the treatment 
centers. We explore inter-temporal effects of incentive provision by comparing health 
workers who received incentives in only one vs. two periods, and examine the extent 
to which results on the effectiveness of incentive provision in the private sector 
generalize to the nonprofit sector. 
 
Improving Monitoring and the Effectiveness of Tuberculosis Treatment with 
Biometric Devices: Evidence from a Randomized Experiment in Northern India  
(with Thomas Bossuroy and Clara Delavallade) 
Today, the widespread DOTS (Directly Observed Therapy – Short Course) strategy to 
fight tuberculosis (TB), defined by the WHO, is to provide day-to-day treatment in a 
high density of small treatment centers. While this allows closer monitoring of 
patients’ pill intake, with the expected effect of ensuring treatment compliance, it 
makes monitoring health workers more difficult as they operate centers located far 
from each other. This paper provides experimental evidence from India on a 
promising solution, biometric identification system, to monitor both health worker 
activities and patients’ pill intake. From February 2013 to September 2014, 38 
randomly selected health workers, of a total sample of 81 health workers of a partner 
Indian NGO, were allocated biometric devices. The biometric devices were 
developed to ensure that health workers come to centers at scheduled hours, 
accurately report patients’ missed doses and defaults, and follow up with patients who 
missed doses to continue regular medicine course. Using a combination of 
administrative data and more than 3,000 health worker and patient surveys, we 
measure the impact of the intervention on health workers’ absenteeism rates and their 
patients’ treatment compliance. We further explore the technology adoption pattern 
and satisfaction with the biometric system among health workers and patients, the 
results of which can be used to inform usage of technological solutions to combat 
health issues. 
 
Six Texts, Six Votes: Mobil-izing Voters in Kenya (with Benjamin Marx and 
Tavneet Suri) 
This paper explores the role of voter information in a recent multiparty democracy 
endowed with new institutions: Kenya. The setting of the 2013 Kenyan elections 
differed from the widely contested 2007 elections along several dimensions, including 
a new electoral commission and a new set of six offices to elect. We report the results 
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of a countrywide randomized field experiment. 1,800,000 phone holders registered in 
6,000 polling stations were randomly chosen out of a total of 5,000,000 phone holders 
and 12,000 polling stations to receive text messages in the week prior to the elections. 
One third of the phone holders received general encouragements to vote. The second 
third received specific encouragements to vote for each of the six elected positions 
along with specific information about these six positions. The last third received 
specific information about the work conducted by the Kenyan electoral commission 
to ensure free and fair elections. We compare voter turnout and vote shares across 
groups to isolate the impact of information from the impact of mobilization. To 
disentangle the direct effect of the messages from spillovers, in half of the polling 
stations, only 50 percent of the phone holders were contacted. Preliminary results 
suggest that general encouragement to vote and information about the six elected 
positions increased turnout, but that specific information about the electoral 
commission did not. 
 
Canvassing Urban Slums and Phoning to Increase Voter Registration – 
Experimental Evidence from Kenya (with Benjamin Marx and Tavneet Suri) 
Little is known about the effectiveness of door-to-door canvassing and phone calls to 
reach out to voters in developing countries. Informal urban settlements pose a 
particular challenge for policy-makers as populations are in great flux and accurate 
voter registers are lacking. We address these gaps in the literature with a randomized 
controlled trial conducted in one of Sub-Saharan Africa’s largest slums: the Kibera 
slum in Nairobi, Kenya. Canvassers from the Kenyan electoral commission visited 
approximately 16,000 households in 300 clusters (randomly chosen out of 32,000 
households and 600 neighborhoods enumerated in the slum) to disseminate 
information on the 2013 elections.  One half of these 16,000 households were 
encouraged to register and received basic information about where, when, and how to 
register. The second half received, in addition, specific information about the work 
conducted by the electoral commission to ensure free and fair elections. The impact 
of the two treatments will reveal the relative importance of two channels through 
which canvassing might impact participation in the electoral process: pure 
mobilization and trust in electoral institutions. After the canvassing visits, a random 
subset of 7,500 phone holders received a phone call from a canvasser, with content 
similar to the first treatment. These households were chosen in a cross-randomized 
way: one half had received a door-to-door canvassing visit and one half had not. This 
design allows us to compare the impact of door-to-door canvassing with that of phone 
calls, and to measure the complementarity between these two methods. 
 
India’s Tuberculosis Burden: Patient Perspectives on Treatment Provision and 
Delivery (with Thomas Bossuroy and Clara Delavallade) 
India has the highest incidence of tuberculosis (TB) in the world and accounts for 
more than 20 percent of over nine million global cases. Since 1997, the country has 
adopted the DOTS (Directly Observed Therapy – Short Course) strategy defined by 
the WHO to fight TB. Today, India seeks further improvement in treatment provision. 
Any enhanced strategy should be informed by a careful understanding of the situation 
from both healthcare supply and demand sides. Two factors make this challenging: 
the diversity of health providers involved in TB treatment, from public health centers 
to local NGOs and informal rural health care providers, and the fact that TB incidence 
is particularly high among people who are very distant from the health system, and 
are thus hard to identify and to survey. This study offers groundbreaking evidence by 
focusing on patients treated by two Indian NGOs, operating respectively in urban 
slums and in remote rural areas. We draw on over 6,000 comprehensive studies of 
adult and child TB patients that were surveyed several times during their course of 
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treatment. We focus on five main issues. First, we estimate the average cost and time 
required for a patient to be referred to the TB DOTS system, sometime after multiple 
misdiagnoses. Late detection is one of the major obstacles in successful TB control. 
Second, we measure changes in patients’ wellbeing, health outcomes and daily 
activities from the start of the treatment to its end. Third, we assess the prevalence of 
TB knowledge among patients and the extent to which disease awareness and 
preventive measures change after patients are detected. Fourth, we measure patients’ 
satisfaction with healthcare providers and confidence in their diagnosis and treatment 
delivery. Finally, we identify differences along all these dimensions between urban 
and rural areas. 
 
Enfranchised at No Cost - The Effects of Online Voter Registration in France 
(with Caroline Le Pennec) 
When not automatic, voter registration adds a hurdle for those who want to vote. In 
this context, online registration can entice unregistered citizens to register, and reduce 
the registration cost for others who were going to register regardless. This paper 
exploits the introduction of online registration between 2010 and 2012 in some, but 
not all, French municipalities to disentangle these two effects. While the impact of 
specific registration provisions is usually estimated by comparing different states, 
treatment allocation at the municipality level increases our statistical power and 
enables us to better control for characteristics which affect both municipalities' 
selection into the service and the outcome. We pair treated and control municipalities 
on these characteristics and find that 12% of citizens who would have registered 
regardless opted for this option. In addition, online registration increased the net 
number of new registrations from 2010 to 2012 by 26%, a finding that is robust to 
several checks. This resulted in increased participation at the subsequent 2012 
presidential elections. The results suggest that online registration is an effective way 
to enfranchise citizens. 
 

CHAPTERS, OP-
EDS, POLICY 
PAPERS 

Of doors and voters (with Guillaume Liegey and Arthur Muller) 
Policy Network, March 27, 2013 
 
L'abstention n'est pas une fatalité (with Guillaume Liegey and Arthur Muller) 
Le Monde, April 13, 2011 
 
L'abstention n'est pas une fatalité (with Guillaume Liegey and Arthur Muller) 
Esprit, pp. 77-88, March-April 2011 
 
Les rouages de la démocratie en panne : quel rôle pour les partis politiques ? 
(with Guillaume Liegey and Arthur Muller) 
in Pour changer de civilisation, Martine Aubry avec 50 chercheurs et citoyens, éd. 
Odile Jacob, Paris, February 2011 
 
Frapper aux portes - ou comment mobiliser pour les prochaines élections (with 
Guillaume Liegey and Arthur Muller) 
Laboratoire des Idées, pp. 1-15, October 2010 

 


